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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A charging member for charging a surface of 
a member to be charged in an image- forming apparatus 
under application of a voltage, the charging member 
having an outermost surface layer containing a 
conductive elastic material, wherein 

said conductive elastic material comprises a 
polymer, and at least 70% by weight based on the 
total weight of the polymer is a polar polymer, and 
wherein 

said polar polymer primarily comprises : 

(i) acrylonitrile butadiene rubber; 

(ii) an ethylene oxide -propylene oxide-allyl glycidyl 
ether terpolymer; and 

(iii) a homopolymer of epichlorohydrin ; and 
weights x, y and z of the components (i), (ii) 

and (iii), respectively, having a relationship 
represented by the following expressions (1) and (2): 
0.2 <; y/(x+y+z) <; 0.5 (1) 
4 < y/z <; 20 (2) . 

2. The charging member according to claim 1, 
wherein said conductive elastic material further 
contains an ethylene - propylene -diene terpolymer and 
an ethylene -vinyl acetate copolymer. 

3. An image -forming apparatus having the 
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charging member according to claim 1 or 2 . 

4. The image-forming apparatus according to 
claim 3, which comprises an electrophotographic 

5 photosensitive member, a charging means for charging 
the electrophotographic photosensitive member, a 
means for exposing the electrophotographic 
photosensitive member thus charged, to form an 
electrostatic latent image thereon, a means for 

10 developing the electrostatic latent image to form a 
toner image, and a transfer means for transferring 
the toner image directly or indirectly to the surface 
of an image-bearing member; the transfer means having 
a means for charging the image-bearing member; 

15 at least one of said charging means and said 

transfer means having the charging member according 
to claim 1 or 2 . 

5. An image-forming apparatus comprising a 
20 means for transferring a toner image to a second 

image-bearing member from a first image-bearing 
member holding on the surface thereof a toner image 
formed by an electrophotographic system, wherein the 
means comprises a charging member which applies a 
25 potential with a polarity opposite to that of the 

toner image to the second image-bearing member in a 
state that the toner-holding surface of the first 
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image-bearing member and the second image-bearing 
member are brought in close contact with each other, 
and wherein the charging member is the charging 
member according to claim 1 or 2 . 

6 . A process cartridge which comprises an 
image -bearing member and the charging member 
according to claim 1 or 2 which are integrally 
supported, and is detachably mountable on a main body 
of an image-forming apparatus. 



